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Online Insect Forecast Tool Helps Farmers
Implement Integrated Pest Management
Practices In Corn

ST. LOUIS, MO.

As farmers across the Corn Belt continue to
battle above- and below-ground insect
pests year after year, a comprehensive in-

tegrated pest management approach is key to
maximizing yield potential, especially in corn-
on-corn environments.

“Integrated pest management is about taking
a comprehensive look at how you are managing
yield-robbing pests in your field. Measuring in-
sect pressure helps growers think forward,
making more informed pest management deci-
sions for the following year about their seed
choice and agronomic practices,” says Mon-
santo Corn Insect Traits Manager Luke Samuel.

The Insect Forecast Tool can help farmers un-
derstand their current pest pressure and make
more accurate predictions for the following year.
Farmers can log on to www.insectforecast.com
to learn when corn rootworm larvae are hatch-
ing, and to track the migration and moth flights
of two damaging above-ground insects, corn
earworm and western bean cutworm, through-
out the growing season. With online and mobile
access, this tool is useful to better understand
when potential root damage may occur and to
help farmers with their scouting efforts.

Samuel says the tool is both simple and effec-
tive, “Scouting and understanding pest pres-
sure is critical to maximizing yield potential.
Using the Insect Forecast tool is a convenient
way for farmers to understand the insect pres-
sure in their areas and help know when to scout
their fields.” Samuel adds that scouting this
year, can help maximize yield potential in next
year’s crop, “Each field experiences different in-
sect pressure, and to get more corn per acre,
farmers need to have a solid understand of the
level of pressure and type of pests they are deal-
ing with in order to choose the best corn traits
to address those challenges.”

Farmers in the Corn Belt can sign up at

www.insectforecast.com to receive email alerts
from May through September to learn when
these insects pose a risk in their area. In 2012,
more than 5,000 farmers visited the Insect
Forecast site to identify when damage may
occur to their corn crop and to make vital deci-
sions for the following year.

Developed by climatologist and meteorologist
Mike Sandstrom, the Insect Forecast tool ana-
lyzes moth trapping data and weather patterns
to issue one, two and three-to-five day forecasts
for corn earworm and western bean cutworm.
The corn rootworm hatch is updated weekly and
is based on soil temperature and Growing De-
gree Days across the Corn Belt. The Insect Fore-
cast tool is being sponsored for the fourth year
by Monsanto and offered to farmers by its Ge-
nuity® brand.

The Genuity® family of corn traits available to
farmers in the Corn-Growing Area includes Ge-
nuity® SmartStax® RIB Complete® corn blend
with multiple modes of action for protecting
against above- and below-ground insects, in-
cluding full-season corn rootworm control for
corn-on-corn acres and other areas of high corn
rootworm pressure; Genuity® VT Double PRO®

RIB Complete® corn blend with dual modes of
action for above-ground insect control, includ-
ing maximum corn earworm protection; and Ge-
nuity® VT Triple PRO® RIB Complete® corn blend
with dual modes of action for above-ground in-
sects and a single mode of action for below-
ground insect protection in areas that
experience light to moderate corn rootworm
pressure. All of these products offer the sim-
plicity and convenience of a single bag option
for refuge management in the Corn-Growing
Area.

For more information on Genuity corn traits,
farmers can contact their seed representative or
visit www.genuity.com. ∆
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